Continued UK engagement in
Horizon 2020

Facts and Points of Uncertainty
Post Invoking Article 50

• The UK is still an EU Member State and continues to be until the
end of the negotiations.
• This means it has the same rights and obligations as all other
27 Member States, including the participation in EU funding
programmes
• Details on how the UK can participate after an exit need to be
determined during the negotiations
• UK Government has a dedicated inbox for specific concerns
Research@beis.gsi.gov.uk and UKRO can advise on latest
developments UKRO@bbsrc.ac.uk

Negotiations state of play
Implications for UK participation in Horizon 2020 and other EU funded projects

Negotiation timeline
• Negotiations are on-going
• Joint statement released on 8 December – to be agreed 14-15
December
• UK Govt has released a future partnership paper on science and
innovation

Source: European Commission

UK Government’s guiding principles for
exiting the EU
• Research and innovation is a priority in the UK’s negotiating principles
(no. 10 out of 12):
• 10. Ensuring the United Kingdom remains the best place for science and
innovation states that the Government "will seek agreement to continue to
collaborate with our European partners on major science, research, and
technology initiatives.“

“…there may be some specific European programmes in which we might want to
Prime
Minister’s Speech at Lancaster House – Jan 2017
participate. If so, and this will be for us to decide, it is reasonable that we should make an
appropriate contribution…“
"We will continue to attract the brightest and the best to work or study in Britain –
indeed openness to international talent must remain one of this country’s most distinctive
assets – but that process must be managed properly so that our immigration system serves
the national interest."

Joint report UK Government and EU
negotiators
• Published on 8 December 2017
• Put forward with a view to the meeting of the
European Council (Article 50) of 14-15
December 2017
• Joint commitments on citizens rights; Ireland
and Northern Ireland; financial settlement
• Important: nothing is agreed until everything
is agreed
• However, report includes that the UK will
continue to pay net contributions until the
end of the current budget plan in 2020 if
there is an agreement

Joint report on UK participation in EU
programmes 2014-2020
“Following withdrawal from the Union, the UK will continue to participate in the
Union programmes financed by the MFF 2014-2020 until their closure.”

• UKRO understands that, as a result, if there is an agreement at
the European Council meeting, the UK will continue to benefit from EU
programmes during this period, including Horizon 2020.
• UK-based individuals and organisations would therefore remain eligible to
bid for funding, participate in and lead consortia including for calls in 2019
and 2020.
• If an agreement is reached, projects approved during this period will be able
to continue with an uninterrupted flow of EU funding.

Second phase of negotiations
• Further details can now be addressed (H2020, UK participation in other
programmes…)

In the meantime
UK Government Statement 13 August 2016
• Guarantees EU Funding for UK researchers beyond the date the UK
leaves the EU: "where UK organisations bid directly to the European
Commission on a competitive basis for EU funding projects while we are
still a member of the EU, for example universities participating in Horizon
2020, the Treasury will underwrite the payments of such awards, even
when specific projects continue beyond the UK's departure from the EU”

•
•
•

Q&A released by UK Government in July 2017 gives further clarification.
This remains valid until a formal deal has been reached.
British universities and research organisations should therefore continue to apply for
EU funding through mechanisms such as Horizon 2020 while the UK remains a
member of the EU.

UK Government Future Partnership Paper
• Outlines how continued collaboration in
science and innovation is an important part of
the UK’s future partnership with the EU.
• "the UK will seek to agree a far-reaching
science and innovation agreement with the
EU that establishes a framework for future
collaboration."
• Programmes the UK would welcome
discussion with the EU on are in particular:
– The Research and Innovation (R&I) Framework
Programmes;
– The Space programmes;
– Nuclear R&D and
– Defence R&D.

What the European
Commission has said…
Guidance and statements relating to Horizon 2020 and UK participation

European Commission
• Statement 4 July 2016: "until the UK leaves the EU, EU law
continues to apply to and within the UK, both when it comes to
rights and obligations. This includes the eligibility of UK legal
entities to participate and receive funding in Horizon 2020
actions."
• The Commission explicitly briefs evaluators in their guidance:
“Experts should not evaluate proposals with UK participants
any differently than before.”
(http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/support/exper
t/h2020_expert-briefing_en.pdf)

Commission guidance for evaluators
The Commission explicitly briefs evaluators in their guidance:

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/support/expert/h
2020_expert-briefing_en.pdf

Commission guidance for coordinators

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/faqs/faq
-3269.html

News on Participant Portal 6/10/17
“For British applicants: Please note that until the UK leaves the EU,
EU law continues to apply to and within the UK, when it comes to
rights and obligations; this includes the eligibility of UK legal
entities to fully participate and receive funding in Horizon 2020
actions. Please be aware however that the eligibility criteria must
be complied with for the entire duration of the grant.
If the United Kingdom withdraws from the EU during the grant
period without concluding an agreement with the EU ensuring in
particular that British applicants continue to be eligible, you will
cease to be eligible to receive EU funding (while continuing, where
possible, to participate) or be required to leave the project on the
basis of Article 50 of the grant agreement.”

Updated FAQs from Department of Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy, 20/10/17
• “UK applicants still have the same rights and obligations as all other EU
member states until the UK leaves the EU. The Commission statement simply
refers to the existing terms and conditions of the EU research and innovation
framework programme agreements. Termination of projects is not automatic
or obligatory.
• Article 50.3 of the Model Grant Agreement, which pre-dates the UK’s decision
to leave the EU, contains a number of possible circumstances under which the
Commission would have grounds to directly terminate a project or the
participation of a beneficiary. These include the beneficiary being declared
bankrupt, the research no longer being relevant and other circumstances
which call into question the decision to award the grant.
• Even if UK partners cannot continue to receive funding from the European
Commission because the UK has become a third country, the UK Government
has guaranteed funding for successful bids submitted by UK participants before
departure, including those that are successful afterwards. Third country
participation is routine in Horizon 2020.”

UKRO’s activities
Since the UK Referendum

UK Research Office activities
Continued
delivery of
usual
UKRO
services

Facilitation
role

• Enabling funding managers to make informed
decisions about applying for funding and engaging in
policy dialogue
• Tackling uncertainty: Provision of clear, consistent
information in a transparent way

• Gathering questions (and feedback) on behalf of
UK Government
• Disseminating key messages, official statements
and providing a platform for subscribers, wider
research community and stakeholder organisations
• Continued liaison and engagement activities

UKRO FAQs
•

UKRO provides a public page and
FAQ sheet on UK participation in
EU funding for research, innovation
and higher education.

•

Aims to provide factual answers to
the most common questions, both
with a UK and international
audience in mind.

Relevant statements
By UK Government, EU institutions and the Horizon 2020 High Level Group (Lamy
Group)

EU Commission’s Chief Negotiator
"Our community of values and interests with the United Kingdom
goes beyond trade. We are ambitious in our research and
innovation networks, our laboratories and universities, even if
the regulatory and financial framework of our current
cooperation will obviously change in the future."

Michel Barnier, the EU's Chief
Negotiator for Brexit, in Florence on 5
May 2017

Lamy Group Report on Horizon 2020
Interim Evaluation
• European Commission’s independent High Level Group on
maximising the impact of EU Research & Innovation
Programmes (Lamy Group) published its report 'LAB – FAB –
APP: Investing in the European future we want'.
• Makes 11 recommendations, including: No. 10: Make
international R&I cooperation a trademark of EU research and
innovation.
• Also states:
• 'The UK has one of the strongest science bases of all
European countries. A positive cooperation model (e.g.
based on mutual investment) should be established, so
that the UK remains part of the European Research Area.'

Jo Johnson Speech at HEFCE Conference
12 October 2017
‘As the Government set out in its recent paper, we will be
seeking an ambitious science and innovation agreement with
the EU – one that continues high levels of collaboration with
European partners on major science, research, and technology
initiatives…
…We want to remain a player in European science, research
and innovation programmes. And we will continue to attract
the best talent from across the world, including the EU.’

Jo Johnson, UK Minister of State for
Universities, Science, Research and
Innovation

Carlos Moedas Speech 16 October 2017
’While you remain part of the European Union, the Horizon 2020
programme is fully open to you. Please keep taking part. Keep
collaborating with your European partners. Keep welcoming researchers
from other EU countries into your universities and research teams…’
‘the message from the researchers in other Member States is clear. They
want to continue working with their partners in the UK. To build on the
relationships that have been developed over the last 40 years. As the
Lamy group put it in their report, Working together in the future is "an
obvious win-win".’

Carlos Moedas, European Commissioner for
Research, Science and Innovation at the
Royal Society of Edinburgh 16 October 2017

